Sunday December 21st, 2025
Sunday Before Nativity

Wednesday Dec. 24th | Tetaptn Aek 24n
~ CHRISTMAS EVE | TIAPAMONH XPIZTOYI'ENNA ~

Service of the Royal Hours - 9:30 a.m. | Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil’s - 5:00 p.m.
Axolovbio. Twv Meyalwv Qpwv - 9:30 wu. | Eoreprvy Acitovpyio tod Ay. Baotieion - 5:00 w.p.
Followed by singing of Christmas Carols after Vesperal Liturgy

Thursday Dec 25th | [léurty Aex 251
~ THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR, JESUS CHRIST
“CHRISTMAS DAY” ~
~ H KATA SAPKA I'ENNHXHXY TOY KYPIOY KAI OEQY HMQN IHX0Y

XPI2TOY « XPI2XTOYI'ENNA) ~
Orthros - 9:00 a.m. / Divine Liturgy — 10:00 a.m.
‘Opbpog — 9:00 mr.u. / Ocio. Asitovpyio. — 10:00 m.p.

Saturday Dec 27th | Zaffaro Ack 27n
~ FEAST DAY OF ST. STEPHANQOS THE FIRST MARTYR ~

~AIOY STEDPANQOL TIPQTOMAPTYY ~
Orthros - 9:00 a.m. / Divine Liturgy - 10:00 a.m.
‘Opbpog — 9:00 m.u. / Ocia Acitovpyio — 10:00 ..

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas and a
Healthy Prosperous New Year

All Week Day Divi I rvic as follows.
Orthro. 9()!) st g»]()()() a.m.

Q}‘? L_%E_')

7560 South Hreher Road, Justice, lllinois 60458
(708) 594-2040, far (708) 594-8362
Web: www.holygerossil.org; €mail: officec@holycrossil.org
Rev. Protopregsbyter John N Ralomas - Parish Prigst




ATIOZTOAOZXZ THXZ

HMEPAX

EPISTLE READING FOR
THE DAY

EYATTEAION THX
HMEPAX

GOSPEL READING FOR
THE DAY

Efp 11:9 - 10, 32 —
40

AdeA@oi, TTioTElI TTAPWKNOEV
ABpady &ig TV yiv Tig
émmayyeAiag wg aAhoTtpiav, &v
OKNVOIg KATOIKAOAG HETA
‘loadk kai lakwp TV ouykAn-
povopwv TG €mayyeAiag Tig
aUTiG" £€edéxeETO Yap TAV
TOUG Bepehioug Exouocav
TOAIV, NG TEXVITNG Kai dNn-
MIoUpyOg O Ocdg. Kai Ti €T
Aéyw; EmAeiyer yap pe din-
yoUpevov 6 Xpovog Trepi e-
dewv, Bapdk Te kai Zapywyv
Kai lepBae, Aauid T€ Kai Za-
MOUNA Kai TV TTpo@nT®V, Of
O10 TTIOTEWG KATNYWVIoavTO
BaaiAeiag, eipydoavto dikail-
oolvny, ETTETUXOV
EmmayyeNiv, Eppagav oToa-
T AgdvTwy, EoBecav duvauiv
TTUPOG, EQUYOV OTOATA Ja-
xaipag, éveduvauwbnoav
ammo dobeveiag, yevbnoav
ioxupoi év TTOAéJW, TTapEp-
BoAag EkAivav aAoTpiwv-
ENaBov yuvaikeg &€
AVOOTATEWG TOUG VEKPOUG
auT@Vv: GAAoI O¢
étuptraviobnoav, ol poo-
degapevol TRV ATTOAUTPWOIV,
iva KpeiTTovog avaoTdoewg
TOXWOIV' £TEPOI OE EUTTAY UV
Kai paoTiywv treipav EAapov,
€11 OE DeOP@V Kai QUAOKAG
¢NIBGoBNnoav, émpicOnoayv,
émeipdodnoav, v ovw pa-
xaipag amédavov, epifjAbov
év unAwrtaig, év aiyeiolg 5ép-
daaiv, uatepolpevol, BAI-
BOUEVOI, KOKOUXOUMEVOI, OV
oUK Av &E10¢ O KOOWOG, &V
épnuicig TTAAvWUEVOI Kai
Opeoi kai aTrnAaiolg Kai Talg
oraic g yAg. Kai olTol
TTAVTEG HOPTUPNBEVTEG DIt
TG TMioTEWG OUK £€KOPioAVTO
TV €mayyeliav, To0 Oeol
TTEPI UV KPETTTOV TI TTPO-
BAewapévou, iva un xwpeig
NUQV TEAEIWODOTI.

Heb. 11:9-10, 32 -
40

Brethren, by faith Abraham
sojourned in the land of
promise, as in a foreign land,
living in tents with Isaac and
Jacob, heirs with him of the
same promise. For he looked
forward to the city which has
foundations, whose builder
and maker is God. And what
more shall | say? For time
would fail me to tell of Gide-
on, Barak, Samson, Jeph-
thah, of David and Samuel
and the prophets — who
through faith conquered
kingdoms, enforced justice,
received promises, stopped
the mouths of lions,
quenched raging fire, es-
caped the edge of the sword,
won strength out of weak-
ness, became mighty in war,
put foreign armies to flight.
Women received their dead
by resurrection. Some were
tortured, refusing to accept
release, that they might rise
again to a better life. Others
suffered mocking and
scourging, and even chains
and imprisonment. They
were stoned, they were sawn
in two, they were tempted,
they were killed with the
sword; they went about in
skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, afflicted, ill treated
— of whom the world was
not worthy — wandering
over deserts and mountains,
and in dens and caves of the
earth. And all these, though
well attested by their faith,
did not receive what was
promised, since God had
foreseen something better
for us, that apart from us
they should not be made
perfect.

MT1:1-25

BiBAog yevéoewg 'Inood XpioTod, viod
Aauid viol ABpady. ABpadp éyévvnoe
10V 'loadk, loadk 8¢ £yévvnoe ToV lakwp,
lakwP 8¢ £yévvnoe TOV loudav Kai Toug
adeA@oUg auTod, loudag 8¢ éyévvnoe TOV
dapég kai TOV Zapa €k Tig Oauap,
dapeg S eyévvnoe 1OV Eopwiy, Eopip
5¢ eyévvnaoe TOV Apau, Apap 8¢ éyévvnoe
TOV ApivadaR, Apivadap 8¢ Eyévvnae TOV
Naaoowv, Naaoowv 8¢ éyévvnoe TovV
TaAywyv, ZaApwyv 8¢ Eyévvnoe TOV Boo
£k Tig PayaB, Bool d¢ éyévvnaoe TovV
‘OPNG £k Thg PolB, QBB B¢ eyévvnoe
10V leooai, legoai 8¢ éyévvnoe oV Aauid
TOV BaoiAéa. Aauid &¢ 6 Baaielg
£yévvnoe TOV ZoAopGva €K Tiig ToU
Oupiou, Zohopwv d¢ Eyévvnoe TOV
‘PoBody, PoBoay 8¢ yévvnoe 1OV ABIG,
ABIa 8¢ £yévvnoe TOV Aod, Aot &
£yévvnoe 1OV Twoa@ar, lwoaear 3¢
£yévvnoe 1OV lwpdy, lwpdp 8¢ éyévvnoe
1OV ‘OCiav, ‘OCiag d¢ éyévvnoe TOV
TwdBay, lwabay d¢ eyévvnae oV Axal,
"Axa ¢ £yévvnoe 1oV 'Egexiav, 'Eekiag
5¢ éyévvnoe Tov Mavaoof], Mavaoofig 5¢
£yévvnoe TOV AUWV, Auwv 8¢ £yévvnoe
1oV lwoiav, lwoiag 8¢ éyévvnoe ToV
lexoviav kai ToUg adeA@oUg auTod £
TAG peToIkETTag BaBuAdvog. Meta &€ Tiv
petoikeaiav BaBuAivog ‘lexoviag
£yévvnoe TOV ZaAadinA, ZoAaBinA 8¢
£yévvnoe 1OV ZopoBAaReA, ZopoBaReA d&
£yévvnoe 1OV ABIoUd, ABIOUS d¢
éyévvnoe 1ov ENakeiy, ENiakeiy &¢
£yévvnoe TOv AJwp, Alwp d¢ Eyévvnoe
TOV ZadWK, Zadwk d¢ Eyévvnaoe TOV
Axeiy, Axeig d¢ éyévvnae TOov ‘EAIOUS,
"EAoUd B¢ eyévvnoe Tov EAedlap,
‘EAeadap 8¢ éyévvnoe Tov Matbav,
MarBav 8¢ éyévvnae 1oV lakwp, Takwp
8¢ £yévvnoe TOV lwone 1oV Gvdpa
Mapiag, £€ A éyevwnBn 'Incolc O Aeydpe-
vog XpioTog. Taoar olv ai yeveai 4o
ABpady Ewg Aquid yeveai SEKATEOOAPES,
Kai a1ro Aauid €wg TAG PETOIKETTOG
BaBuA®vog yeveai dekatéooapeg, Kai
amo Tig peToikeaiog BaBuAdvog éwg Tod
XpioTol yeveai dekatéooapeg. Tol O¢
Inool XpioTol A yévvnaolg oiTwg Av.
pvnoTeuBeiong yap Tig unTpog altod
Mapiag 16 Twaon, Tpiv i} ouveABev
aUToUG EUPEDN Ev yaaTpi Exouoa £k
Mveuparog Ayiou. lwone 8¢ 6 avip
auTig, dikalog WV Kai pr BEAwV auThv
Trapadeypartioal, §Boulnen AaBpa
amoAdoar aUthyv. TadTa 8¢ auTol
£vBupnBévTog idou Gyyehog Kupiou kat’
Svap £pavn auT® Aéywv: lwone uidg
Aauid, pn eopnbiig TTapaAaBeiv Mapiap
TAV Yuvaika gou’ 70 yap £v auTh yevvn-
B¢v &k Mvelpardg éoiv Ayiou. TEGETal BE

uidv Kai kaAéoeig TO vopa auTod Incoldv:

auTOG Yap owoel TOV Aadv auTol amod
TGOV GuapTIOV aUuT®V. TolTo 8¢ GAov
yéyovev iva TTANpw8ij 10 pnbév UTTo ToT
Kupiou 81a T00 Trpo@riTou AéyovTog® idou
N TapBévog év yaaTpi €€el kai TEGETaI
uiov, kai kaAéooual 10 Gvopa auTod
"EppavounA, 6 €011 ueBepunveuduevoV
HED” UV O Oeodg. AleyepBeig d¢ O
lwon@ atro 100 UTrvou €Tmoinoev wg
TpooéTagev auT® O Gyyehog Kupiou kai
TrapéAaBe TV yuvaika autod, Kai oUk
yivwokev aUTAV Ewg ol ETeke TOV UidV
aUTiAG TOV TIPWTOTOKOV, Kai EKAAETE TO
6vopa autod Incolv.

Mt. 1:1 - 25

The book of the genealogy of Jesus
Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham. Abraham was the father of
Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and
Jacob the father of Judah and his broth-
ers, and Judah the father of Perez and
Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of
Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram,
and Aram the father of Ammin‘adab, and
Ammin‘adab the father of Nahshon, and
Nahshon the father of Salmon, and
Salmon the father of Bo'az by Rahab,
and Bo'az the father of Obed by Ruth,
and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse
the father of David the king. And David
was the father of Solomon by the wife of
Uri'ah, and Solomon the father of Reho-
bo'am, and Rehobo'am the father of Abi’
jah, and Abi‘jah the father of Asa, and
Asa the father of Jehosh'aphat, and
Jehosh 'aphat the father of Joram, and
Joram the father of Uzzi'ah, and Uzzi'ah
the father of Jotham, and Jotham the
father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of
Hezeki'ah, and Hezeki'ah the father of
Manas'seh, and Manas'seh the father of
Amon, and Amon the father of Josi ‘ah,
and Josi‘ah the father of Jechoni‘ah and
his brothers, at the time of the deporta-
tion to Babylon. And after the deportation
to Babylon: Jechoni‘ah was the father of
Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of
Zerub'babel, and Zerub 'babel the father
of Abi'ud, and Abi‘ud the father of Eli"
akim, and Eli'akim the father of Azor, and
Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the
father of Achim, and Achim the father of
Eli'ud, and Eli'ud the father of Elea'zar,
and Elea‘zar the father of Matthan, and
Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob
the father of Joseph the husband of
Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is
called Christ. So all the generations from
Abraham to David were fourteen genera-
tions, and from David to the deportation
to Babylon fourteen generations,  and
from the deportation to Babylon to the
Christ fourteen generations. Now the
birth of Jesus Christ took place in this
way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be with child
of the Holy Spirit; and her husband
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her
quietly. But as he considered this, be-
hold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
himin a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save
his people from their sins.” All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken
by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and his name
shall be called Emmanuel” (which
means, God with us). When Joseph
woke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him; he took his
wife, but knew her not until she had
borne her firstborn son; and he called his
name Jesus.




ATToAuTiKiov AVOOTACIMOV.
‘Hxog v".

EvgppaivéoBw 1a oUpavia, dyaAiaodw 1a
Emiyela, Ol £TToinoe KPATOG £V Bpaxiovi
auTod, 6 Klplog' émaTnoe T Bavatw 1OV
BavaTov: TTPWTOTOKOG TV VEKPQV EYEVETO
€K KoIAiag Gidou £ppuoaTto UGG, Kai
TTApEOXE TA) KOOPW TO péya EAEOC.

MNMpoegoépTiov.
"Hxog &'.

‘Etoipalou BnBAeéu- fivoiktal raoiv i 'ESEN.
EL’JTpsrriCou ‘E@pabd, o1 10 gUAov TiG LW,
&V T( ZTTNACiw eﬁnvencsv €K TAG Map6évou.
I'Iapaéslooc_; Kai vap N sKelvng yaomp
séslxen vonTog, £V w 10 B¢€iov QuTOV” ¢€ oU
PayovTeg {rioouev, ouxi 6¢ wg 6 AdGY Te-
BvnEoueba. XpioTdg yevvaral, Thv Tpiv Tre-
ocoloav, avaoTiowy ikéva.

Twv Marépwv.
"Hxog B".

MeydAa 14 TAG TTioTEWS KaTopBwuaTtal ‘Ev
TH TTNYA TAS PAoYSG, wg i UdATOG
avatrauoewg, oi dylol Tpeig Maideg
Ay&AAovTo: kai 6 MpoeATng AavinA,
AEGVTWV TTOIUAY, WG TTPORATWY £J€iKVUTO.
Taig auT®v ikeoiaig XploTé 6 @ebdg, coov
TOG WPUXAG AUGV.

KovTtdkiov.
"Hxog y'. AUTOpEAOV.

‘H MapBévog arjpepov, TOV TTPOAIWVIOV
Aoyov, &v ZTTnAaiw EpXETal, ATTOTEKEV
ATTOPPATWGS. XOPEUE, I OiKoupévn
akouTioBeioa, 06Eaocov, HETa AyyEAwY Kali
TV Molpévwy, BouAnBévta EToeBival, Mal-
diov véov, TOV TTPO QiVWV O€ov.

Resurrectioal Apolytikion.
Mode 3.

Let the heavens be glad. Let the earth rejoice
exceedingly. For the Lord has shown strength
with his arm. He trampled death by death. He
became the first-born of the dead. Out of the
belly of Hades, He has rescued us, and to the
world He has granted the great mercy.

For the Forefeast.
Mode 4.

O Bethlehem, prepare, Eden is opened unto
all. * And be ready, Ephrata, for the Tree of life
* has in the grotto blossomed forth from the
Virgin. * Indeed her womb is shown to be spir-
itually * a Paradise, in which is found the God-
planted Tree. * And if we eat from it we shall
live, and shall not die, as did Adam of old. *
Christ is born, so that He might raise up * the
formerly fallen image.

For the Fathers.
Mode 2.

Magnificent are the accomplishments of faith!
The holy Three Servants greatly rejoiced, as
they stood in the fountain of fire, as if beside
the still waters; and the Prophet Daniel ap-
peared to be a shepherd of lions, as if they
were sheep. At their entreaties, O Christ God,
save our souls.

Kontakion.
Mode 3. Automelon.

On this day the Virgin Maid * goes to the grotto
to give birth * to the pre-eternal Word * in an
ineffable manner. * Dance for joy, all the inhab-
ited earth, on hearing. * Glorify along with An-
gels and with the shepherds * Him who willed
that He appear as * a newborn Child, * the pre-
eternal God.



SACRAMENTS AND 40 DAY CHILD BLESSINGS

No Sacraments

SAVE THE DATE AND EVENTS

DEC 20th & 21st Philoptochos Bake Sale; 9am —3pm

DEC 21st Christmas Pageant

DEC 24th Christmas Eve; Service of Royal Hours 9:30am

DEC 24th Christmas Eve; Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil’s 5:00pm

DEC 25th The Birth of Our Lord & Saviour Jesus Christ;, Orthros 9am, Divine
Liturgy 10am

DEC 27th Feast Day of St. Stephanos; Orthros 9am, Divine Liturgy 10am

DEC 31st New Years Eve Celebration Party at Holy Cross 9:30pm—2am.

JAN Ist Feast of the Circumcision in the Flesh of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
and Feast Day of St. Basil the Great; Orthros 9am, Divine Liturgy 10am

JAN 5th Eve of Epiphany, Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil & Agiasmos, 9:30am
JAN 6th Epiphany; Orthros 9am, Divine Liturgy 10am

JAN 7th Synaxis of St. John the Baptist; Orthros 9am, Divine Liturgy 10am
JAN 11th Parish Council Elections following Divine Liturgy

JAN 11th Stewardship Sunday

JAN 11th Vasilopita Cutting

JAN 11th Philoptochos Meeting

JAN 23-24 Grand Geneva Ski Trip

FEB 8th Philoptochos Meeting
FEB 8th Super Sunday Super Bowl Party; Details to Follow
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ALTAR BOY SERVERS

STEWARDSHIP QUOTE

Boys from the age of 7
years old and up are
welcomed. Please give the
name to the office or to

Fr. John. All altar boys to
be dressed and ready to
serve by 9:45am.

As we enter the radiant season of Christmas—a time
when we celebrate the boundless love of our Lord who
comes into the world for our salvation—I kindly re-
mind you not to overlook your sacred commitment to
Stewardship for this year of 2025. As the year draws to
a close, your offering and dedication help sustain the
ministries, liturgical life, and charitable works of our
parish.

Your Stewardship is not simply a financial obligation,
but an expression of gratitude to God for His bless-
ings, and a reaffirmation of our shared responsibility
to support the life of His Holy Church. In this holy sea-
son of giving, may we each offer from the heart so that
our parish may continue to flourish in faith, love, and
service.

MEMORIALS

Konstandinos Minakis, 9 Days, Right Pew 1
Athanasia Silaidis, 3 Years, Right Pew 2
Adam Howard, 5 Years, Right Pew 2
George Silaidis, 5 Years, Right Pew 2
Fotis Silaidis, 20 Years, Right Pew 2
Georgia Lilas, 3/ Years, Right Pew 2
Efstathia Silaidis, 52 Years, Right Pew 2
Evangelos Lilas, 59 Years, Right Pew 2 0) { Q

Everyone is invited to our community
hall to enjoy Fellowship.




HOLY CROSS
PHILOPTOCHOS

Featuring our homemade baked goods!

Baklava, Koulourakia, Kourambiethes,
Melomakarona, Paximadia, Diples,
Galaktoboureko, Spanakopites, Tiropites

Saturday, December 20 & Sunday, December 21
9:00AM - 3:00PM

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church
7560 Archer Road, Justice, IL
708-594-2040



His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael of Chicago
and the Metropolis ol Chicago Philoptochos

th

Cordially invite you to the 65 Annual

Qi ///é//(// %ﬁ//ﬁéﬁ/&
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January 3 | O: 60 PM

Hosted by St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church .
5649 N Sheridan Rd, Chicago, IL 60660 \“‘---»7.' 4
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Sunday January 11, 2026
Following Divine Liturgy
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AND GENEVA SKI TRIP
AT TIMBER RIDGE LODGE

JANUARYI23:24 5202

ROOM INFORMATION

ACCOMMODATION |
STANDARD ROOM:; king bed, queen sofa
sleeper, kitchenette ~ $264/night

k_r

-
o
Lq

ACCOMMODATION 2

TWO STORY LOFT; king bed, queen bed, queen
sofa sleeper, kitchenette ~ $364/njght

Call the office at 708-594-2040 or email office@holycrossil.org
to reserve your spot. DEADLINE:



COME WATCH THE BIG GAME LIVE ON THE BIG SCREEN

FEBRUARY 8, 2026

- INCLUDING j}ﬁlﬂﬁs avo HOMEMADE BUFFET witn SMOKED BRISKET, BBQ PULLED PORK,
PHILLY CHEESESTEAK, GREEK CHfL‘KfI_V WINGS ano 10 OTHER ENTREES!

'MORE INFO TO COME
7560 ARCHER AVE. JUSTICE, IL 60458 | 708.594.2040

HOLY + GROSS

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH




Please Join Us For

A Wm/éfm@c% g |

Celebration at I
Holy Qmss

Dec 31, 2025
9:30-2am

Live DJ | Champagne Toast |
Heavy Appetizers |
Party Favors | Balloon Drop

Alully $65 | Somists $50
Kids 12 & Untor £30

For reservations, please call the chugeh [ﬁﬂaat 708.594.%040




